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In the late 1930s, Brown—who had been in 

ROTC in high school and college—got the 
call from Uncle Sam. He was to leave his 
Council Bluffs dental practice and report to 
the Army in two weeks. 

In 1941, when he was 35, Brown was shipped 
off to the Philippines, not long before the 
Japanese attacked there. Out of supplies and 
with no reinforcements in sight, American 
forces and their Filipino allies surrendered 
after months of fighting in 1942. 

The exact numbers vary somewhat from 
account to account, but more than 70,000 
American and Filipino soldiers were cap-
tured. Overwhelmed with the task of trans-
porting so many prisoners, the Japanese 
forced them to march north. Disease, thirst, 
hunger and killings marked the brutal or-
deal, which lasted for days. 

Brown recalled being lined up and forced to 
march with no food and no water. He said 
local civilians would approach and attempt 
to throw food to the marchers. 

‘‘The Japanese would beat the hell out of 
them,’’ he said. ‘‘They’d go over there and 
take the butt of their rifle and just beat the 
hell out of those people, girls and boys, that 
threw stuff in there.’’ 

Brown also witnessed the beheading of a 
17-year-old Marine, who was forced to the 
ground ‘‘on his hands and knees, and then 
they took the samurai sword out and severed 
his head.’’ 

Brown himself was stabbed. 
‘‘I started faltering and got to the back of 

the pack, and then the Japanese (soldier) 
came up and stuck a bayonet in my fanny 
and he yelled ’Speed-o!,’ and I knew what 
’speed-o’ meant. I never was at the back of 
the pack after that.’’ 

At the prison camps in the Philippines, the 
violence and the shortages of food, medicine 
and water continued. Brown recalled how the 
temperature soared while the tens of thou-
sands of men in camp relied on a single brass 
faucet for water. Fights would break out 
over places in line for that spigot, he said. 

‘‘Every drop in that canteen was your 
life.’’ 

Later, Brown was one of the soldiers 
packed into a ‘‘hell ship’’ to camps in Japan 
and China. He remained a prisoner until the 
end of the war. 

He suffered numerous health problems as a 
result of his captivity, even losing his eye-
sight for a time. 

Brown’s memories also wind their way 
back to his childhood in North Platte. His fa-
ther, an engineer with Union Pacific Rail-
road, was killed when a locomotive exploded 
in 1910. 

The family lived a couple of blocks from 
William F. ‘‘Buffalo Bill’’ Cody. Brown said 
his family became friends with the former 
Wild West hero, whom he described as a 
quiet man who liked to sit on their porch. As 
a child, Brown recalled, he would sit on 
Cody’s lap and run a hand through his beard. 

‘‘I don’t know whether he liked that or 
not. Anyway, I kept doing it.’’ 

The family later moved to Council Bluffs, 
where Brown attended high school. He went 
to Creighton University’s dental school. 

He was quarterback of Creighton’s football 
team and played as a forward on the basket-
ball team. He received a medallion during 
the school’s centennial celebration in 2005. 

In the years after the war, Brown moved to 
Hollywood, where he met a number of movie 
stars, including John Wayne. He said he used 
to play handball with one of Wayne’s sons. 

Brown has retained his sense of humor and 
likes to throw a sly wink in with many of his 
jokes. He kidded that, during his trip to the 
East Coast, he had yet to find a girl to take 
back to Illinois, where he now lives with his 
daughter. 

‘‘I don’t tell the girls I’m 102,’’ he said, pro-
jecting his age to the milestone he’ll hit 
later this year. 

What’s left for Brown to do? He suggested 
to Hagel that perhaps he could be a U.S. sen-
ator. 

‘‘We should make you a senator, and 
maybe we’d get some things done up here,’’ 
Hagel replied.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING LANCE MACKEY 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
wish to congratulate Lance Mackey for 
being the first dog musher to win the 
Iditarod Sled Dog Race and the Yukon 
Quest Sled Dog Race—the world’s two 
longest sled dog races—in the same 
year. He won both races earlier this 
year. 

For those who are not familiar with 
both races, this is an incredible accom-
plishment. To put his feat into perspec-
tive, Lance Mackey and his dogs trav-
eled a total distance that is equal to 
traveling between Boston, MA and Salt 
Lake City, UT. 

The Yukon Quest Sled Dog race is a 
1,000-mile annual international sled 
dog race between Whitehorse, Canada, 
and Fairbanks, AK. The trail follows a 
portion of the Yukon River and trails 
used by gold prospectors over 100 years 
ago. On February 20, 2007, in Fairbanks, 
he completed this sled dog race in a 
record time of 10 days, 2 hours, and 37 
minutes. 

Only 12 days after winning the Yukon 
Quest, Lance and 13 of his 16 dogs that 
completed the Yukon Quest race start-
ed the Iditarod Sled Dog Race. This 
race starts in Willow, AK and ends in 
Nome, AK, and is 1,100 miles long. The 
Iditarod trail originally started out as 
a supply route to numerous remote 
Alaska communities, including Nome. 
On March 13, 2007, Lance Mackey and 
his team completed this race in 9 days, 
5 hours and 8 minutes. 

Both of these races travel through 
numerous small, rural Alaska villages 
but most of the trails pass through 
nothing but pure wilderness. Lance and 
his fellow mushers had to race through 
blizzards, temperatures as low as 40 de-
grees below zero, wind gusts up to 60 
miles per hour, water overflows from 
partially frozen rivers and very rough 
terrain. Accidents due to terrain, trail 
conditions and other factors are not 
unusual. Occasionally, a moose will at-
tack dog teams and mushers. Of course, 
these elements add additional chal-
lenges to these already arduous races. 
In fact, 21 mushers ‘‘scratched’’—or 
withdrew—from the Iditarod this year. 

As a throat cancer survivor, Lance 
has to always drink water after eating 
since his salivary glands were removed 
during cancer treatment. However, 
Lance Mackey continued to pursue vic-
tory and almost entirely shunned food 
and drink for the last 219 miles of the 
Iditarod in order to save time. In addi-
tion to that, he suffered from frostbite 
as he made his way to the finish line. 

The conventional wisdom is that the 
same musher could not win both sled 
dog races in the same year. This year, 
Lance Mackey proved everyone wrong. 
We are proud of Lance and his dog 

team for this unprecedented achieve-
ment. Once again, I congratulate Lance 
Mackey and his dog team and wish 
them continued success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR SHARON 
BRANSTITER 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, the late 
Oregon Governor Tom McCall once 
said, ‘‘Heroes are not giant statues 
framed against a red sky. They are in-
dividuals who say, ‘This is my commu-
nity, and it is my responsibility to 
make it better.’ ’’ 

I rise today with sadness because Or-
egon lost a true hero this past weekend 
with the passing of Sharon Branstiter, 
who had served as mayor of the won-
derful community of Toledo since 1997. 
Few people have ever given more of 
their time, talents, and energy to make 
their community a better place than 
did Mayor Branstiter. 

I consider myself very privileged to 
have called Sharon my friend. In my 
job, there are many people who will 
tell me what they think I want to hear. 
I always knew that Sharon would tell 
me what I needed to hear. She ex-
pressed her opinions with candor and 
eloquence, and she always made it very 
clear that the top item on her agenda 
was making Toledo a better and more 
beautiful place in which to live, work, 
and raise a family. 

The Greek poet Sophocles wrote, 
‘‘One must wait until the evening to 
see how splendid the day has been.’’ 
While the evening of Sharon’s life came 
much to soon, I hope that her family 
and friends will take solace in the fact 
that Sharon could look back on a life 
filled with love and laughter, a life 
filled with accomplishment, and a life 
filled with making a positive difference 
and say that ‘‘the day has indeed been 
splendid.’’ 

I will never visit Toledo without 
thinking of Sharon, and I am confident 
that her work will live on through the 
good work of all those who call Toledo 
home.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 2:25 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 625. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
4230 Maine Avenue in Baldwin Park, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Atanacio Haro-Marin Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 1402. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 320 South Lecanto Highway in Lecanto, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Sergeant Dennis J. Flana-
gan Lecanto Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1434. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 896 Pittsburgh Street in Springdale, Penn-
sylvania, as the ‘‘Rachel Carson Post Office 
Building’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, 
without amendment: 
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S. 521. An act to designate the Federal 

building and United States courthouse and 
customhouse located at 515 West First Street 
in Duluth, Minnesota, as the ‘‘Gerald W. 
Heaney Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse and Customhouse’’. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
resolution: 

H. Res. 328. Resolution relative to the 
death of the Honorable Juanita Millender- 
McDonald, a Representative from the State 
of California. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD) reported that he had signed the 
following enrolled bills, which were 
previously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 137. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to strengthen prohibitions 
against animal fighting, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 727. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to add requirements re-
garding trauma care, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 753. To redesignate the Federal build-
ing located at 167 North Main Street in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, as the ‘‘Clifford Davis and 
Odell Horton Federal Building’’. 

H.R. 1003. An act to amend the Foreign Af-
fairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 to 
reauthorize the United States Advisory Com-
mission on Public Diplomacy. 

H.R. 1130. An act to amend the Ethics in 
Government Act of 1978 to extend the au-
thority to withhold from public availability 
a financial disclosure report filed by an indi-
vidual who is a judicial officer or judicial 
employee, to the extent necessary to protect 
the safety of that individual or a family 
member of that individual, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 625. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
4230 Maine Avenue in Baldwin Park, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Atanacio Haro-Marin Post Of-
fice’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1402. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 320 South Lecanto Highway in Lecanto, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Sergeant Dennis J. Flana-
gan Lecanto Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1434. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 896 Pittsburgh Street in Springdale, Penn-
sylvania, as the ‘‘Rachel Carson Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1601. A communication from the Under 
Secretary (Research Education Economics), 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Small Business Innovation Research Grants 

Program’’ (RIN0524–AA31) received on April 
20, 2007; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1602. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a vio-
lation of the Antideficiency Act that is iden-
tified as being case number 05–07; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–1603. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 230.146 
Rules Under Section 18 of the Act (17 CFR 
230.146)’’ (RIN3235–AJ73) received on April 20, 
2007; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1604. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ex-
panded Examination Cycle for Certain Small 
Insured Depository Institutions and U.S. 
Branches and Agencies of Foreign Banks’’ 
(RIN3064–AD17) received on April 23, 2007; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–1605. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Energy Information Adminis-
tration, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Emissions of Greenhouse Gases in the 
United States 2005 Executive Summary’’; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–1606. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Land and Minerals Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, the report of a draft bill intended to re-
peal certain oil and gas incentives contained 
in the Energy Policy Act of 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–1607. A communication from the Acting 
Inspector General, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Interagency Review of U.S. Export 
Controls for China’’; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–1608. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Research and Engineering, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the management 
and adequacy of biometrics programs; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1609. A communication from the Chief 
Judge, Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the activities carried out by 
the Family Court during 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–1610. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the use of student loan repayments by Fed-
eral agencies during fiscal year 2006; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1611. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of five 
recommendations for legislative action; to 
the Committee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–1612. A communication from the Chair-
man, Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission’s sixth report; to the Committee 
on Rules and Administration. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 

with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute and an amendment to the title: 

S. 1082. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to reauthorize and 
amend the prescription drug user fee provi-
sions, and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH, and Mr. OBAMA): 

S. 1190. A bill to promote the deployment 
and adoption of telecommunications services 
and information technologies, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SCHU-
MER): 

S. 1191. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Commerce to award grants to States to es-
tablish revolving loan funds to provide loans 
to small manufacturers to develop new prod-
ucts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. 
KYL): 

S. 1192. A bill to increase the number of 
Federal judgeships in certain judicial dis-
tricts with heavy caseloads of criminal im-
migration cases; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself and Mr. 
BINGAMAN): 

S. 1193. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to take into trust 2 parcels of Fed-
eral land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico; to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
SALAZAR): 

S. 1194. A bill to improve the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. HAGEL (for himself and Mr. 
WEBB): 

S. 1195. A bill to establish the Comprehen-
sive Entitlement Reform Commission; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself and 
Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 1196. A bill to improve mental health 
care for wounded members of the Armed 
Forces, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr. 
SMITH): 

S. 1197. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the deduction 
for depreciation; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. SMITH (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1198. A bill to determine successful 
methods to provide protection from cata-
strophic health expenses for individuals who 
have exceeded health insurance lifetime lim-
its, to provide catastrophic health insurance 
coverage for uninsured individuals, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH, Mr. PRYOR, and Mr. KERRY): 

S. 1199. A bill to strengthen the capacity of 
eligible institutions to provide instruction in 
nanotechnology; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. REID, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
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